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2024 Command Operations Report  

1. Command Data  
 
Name of your Command or Organization:  USS ARLEIGH BURKE (DDG 51), ARB 
 
Unit Identification Code (UIC):  21487 
 
Name, rank, and contact information of Commanding Officer:   
 

Last: Reber  
First: Ethan  
M.I.: A  
Rank: Commander   
Email:    
Phone:  

 
Date Assumed Command:  2024-12-19 
 
Mission:  Anti-Air Warfare, Ballistic Missile Defense, Anti-Submarine Warfare, Anti-Surface 
Warfare, Strike Warfare, Maritime Interdiction, and Theater Security Cooperation 
 
Permanent Location: Rota, Spain   
 
Immediate Superior in Command:   

 
Operational:  Commander, Task Force SIX-FIVE 
Administrative:  Commander, Destroyer Squadron SIX-ZERO 

 
Number of Personnel Assigned:   
 

Officers:  37    Enlisted:  269     Civilian:  Zero   
 
Command Point of Contact:   
 

Name:   (b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6)

(b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6)

(b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6)



 

Job Title/Office Code:  Navigator 
E-mail: NIPR- ; SIPR-  

 Phone number(s):   
 Command Mailing Address: USS ARLEIGH BURKE, UNIT 100271, FPO AE 09565  
 
2. Commander’s Assessment  
 
ARLEIGH BURKE had a historic year in 2024, operating for ten months in the eastern 
Mediterranean Sea as the war between Israel and Hamas created new challenges and tested the 
ingenuity of my crew – a test we passed with flying colors. 
 
From launching the first Standard Missile-3s (SM-3) in combat, to planning and executing 
operations with a special Joint force for humanitarian relief, America’s lead destroyer was on 
station and primed for the mission. In 2024, we executed eight tactical control (TACON) shifts 
between four strike groups and task forces, further demonstrating our agility, readiness, and 
adaptability. 
 
In addition to supporting our Department of Defense counterparts, we also enhanced our 
previously-established relationships with NATO and multinational partners. We conducted 
complex antisubmarine warfare, maneuvering, signaling, and air defense exercises that made us 
all more effective and broke down barriers that had previously challenged interoperability 
between us and our allies. 
 
It is my privilege to command this ship and represent Admiral Arleigh Burke’s legacy of 
warfighting excellence. I look forward to another year of bringing credible combat power to the 
waters of SIXTH Fleet and beyond. 

3. Chronology and Narrative 
 
January 
01-04: TRAV 
05: Underway Rota, Spain 
11-20: Bataan Escort Operations 
25-31: In port Limassol, Cyprus 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 4152 nm 
Total Days Underway: 15 days 
 
To kick off the New Year, ARLEIGH BURKE finished a mid-patrol maintenance period before 
getting underway the first week of January. The ship and her crew headed eastbound through the 
Strait of Gibraltar to the eastern Mediterranean Sea and joined BATAAN Amphibious Ready 
Group (ARG). In late January, the ship detached from the ARG and headed north for a port visit 
in Limassol, Cyprus. 
 
February 
01-04: In port Limassol, Cyprus 

(b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6) (b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6)
(b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6)



 

05-11: Bataan Escort Operations 
15-21: In port Souda Bay, Crete 
22-28: Bataan Escort Operations 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 3572 nm 
Total Days Underway: 14 days 
 
After ARLEIGH BURKE left Limassol, Cyprus, she rejoined BATAAN ARG. During this 
underway, she visited Souda Bay, Greece for emergent repairs and left to rejoin the ARG. 
 
March 
01-08: DYNAMIC MANTA 
09: In port Souda Bay, Crete 
10-13: In port Piraeus, Greece 
14-28: Eastern Mediterranean Operations 
29-31: In port Souda Bay, Crete 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 5396 nm 
Total Days Underway: 23 days 
 
After completing escort duties with BATAAN ARG, ARLEIGH BURKE headed west to the 
Ionian Sea to participate in an annual NATO antisubmarine exercise with Greece, Turkey, 
Canada, Great Britain, and France. After successfully completing the exercise, she headed north 
for a port visit to Piraeus, Greece, where the crew enjoyed well-earned liberty ashore. 
Afterwards, ARLEIGH BURKE patrolled the eastern Mediterranean Sea until late March, she 
returned to Souda Bay, Greece to refuel. 
 
April 
01-02: In port Souda Bay, Crete 
04-09: In port Larnaca, Cyprus 
10-20: Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
21-23: In port Souda Bay, Crete 
25-28: Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Escort  
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 4622 nm 
Total Days Underway: 19 days 
 
In April, ARLEIGH BURKE was extended on patrol to support foreign humanitarian assistance 
(FHA) efforts in Gaza. During a port call in Larnaca, Cyprus, the ship hosted senior leaders and 
dignitaries to include VADM Ishee, Commander, SIXTH Fleet; Ambassador Fisher; and the 
Head of the Cypriot Navy. During this port visit, the crew worked with our allies and partners to 
plan and execute the FHA mission. On April 14, 2024, ARLEIGH BURKE became the first ship 
in history to launch SM-3s in combat in defense of Israel. Afterwards, the ship returned to Souda 
Bay for weapons reload and fuel. 
 
May 



 

02-04:  Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group Escort 
05-17: FHA Escort 
18-22: In port Souda Bay, Greece 
23:      Underway Souda Bay, Greece 
24-25: Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
26-31: Transit from Eastern Mediterranean Sea to Rota, Spain 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled:  6392 nm 
Total Days Underway: 24 days 
 
From the end of April to early May, ARLEIGH BURKE joined DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
Strike Group for escort operations. After detaching, ARLEIGH BURKE transited to the southern 
coast of Cyprus and escorted ships carrying aid to Gaza in support of the FHA mission. The crew 
enjoyed one last liberty port call in Souda Bay, Greece before transiting west to Rota, Spain. 
 
June 
01:       Return to Homeport, Rota, Spain 
02-30: In port Rota, Spain Maintenance Availability 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 25 nm 
Total Days Underway: 1 day 
 
ARLEIGH BURKE returned home and started a Continuous Maintenance Availability (CMAV) 
to undergo repairs and critical maintenance.  
 
July 
01-31: In port Rota, Spain CMAV 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 0 nm 
Total Days Underway: 0 days 
 
ARLEIGH BURKE continued her CMAV. The crew enjoyed time in homeport and 
opportunities for leave. 
 
August 
01-14: In port Rota, Spain 
15:      Underway Rota, Spain 
16-20: Strait of Gibraltar, Eastbound to Mediterranean 
21-31: In port Souda Bay, Greece 
   
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 1695 nm 
Total Days Underway: 6 days 
 
ARLEIGH BURKE completed her CMAV mid-August and then departed Rota to begin Patrol 5. 
After a successful nighttime transit through the Strait of Gibraltar, the ship experienced a critical 
casualty to the starboard shaft seal and proceeded to Souda Bay, Greece for emergent repairs. 



 

 
September 
01-08: In port Souda Bay, Greece 
09:      Underway Souda Bay, Greece 
10-23: Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
24-30: In port Souda Bay, Greece  
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 2378 nm 
Total Days Underway: 14 days 
 
Repairs were completed in early September and ARLEIGH BURKE went back underway. After 
conducting operations in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, she returned to Souda Bay, Greece for 
repairs to her air defense radar and fire control system. During this time, ARLEIGH BURKE 
welcomed eight new Chief Petty Officers into the Chief’s Mess. 
 
October 
01:      In port Souda Bay, Greece 
02:      Underway Souda Bay, Greece 
03-31: Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 4009 nm 
Total Days Underway: 30 days 
 
Back to full mission capability, ARLEIGH BURKE got underway and returned to station in the 
eastern Mediterranean Sea. While there, she conducted small boat operations and two underway 
replenishments. 
 
November 
01-21: Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
22:      PASSEX with ITS LUIGI RIZZO 
23-26: Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
27-28: In port Souda Bay, Greece 
29:       Underway Souda Bay, Greece 
30:       Eastern Mediterranean Ops 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 3761 nm 
Total Days Underway: 28 days 
 
On November 22, the ship welcomed Italian Carlo Bergamini-class frigate ITS LUIGI RIZZO 
for a one-day PASSEX in the operational area. Italian RDML Andrea Petroni, Commander of 
Second Naval Division, along with cadre of his officers and crew, embarked ARLEIGH BURKE 
for lunch and tour of the ship. ARLEIGH BURKE Sailors had the opportunity to visit ITS 
RIZZO during this cross deck exchange as well. At the end of the month, the ship returned to 
Souda Bay, Greece after 52 consecutive days at sea. 
 
 



 

December 
01-02: Eastern Mediterranean Operations 
03-05: HST Strike Group Escort Operations  
06:      Transit Westbound for Rota, Spain 
07:       Return to Homeport Rota, Spain 
08-31: In port Rota, Spain 
23: Start of Selected Restricted Availability 
 
Total Nautical Miles Traveled: 1604 nm 
Total Days Underway: 7 days 
 
In early December, ARLEIGH BURKE was assigned to HARRY S TRUMAN Strike Group as 
Air and Missile Defense Commander (AMDC). Once relieved of duties, ARLEIGH BURKE 
transited the Strait of Gibraltar and returned home to Rota, Spain on 7 December. 
 
On December 19, the crew, friends, and families gathered for a change of command ceremony, 
in which CDR Ethan A. Reber relieved CDR Tyrchra A. Bowman as the 24th Commanding 
Officer of USS ARLEIGH BURKE. On December 23, the ship began her Selected Restricted 
Availability, concluding the operational year with a focus on much needed repairs, upgrades, and 
maintenance.  
 
4. Supporting Reports  
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5. Published Documents  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 





 

 



  



















  



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

6.  Photograph and Biography 

 

 
 

Commander Ethan Reber 
Commanding Officer 

 
Commander Ethan Reber, a native of , enlisted in the Navy in 1997 as a Nuclear 
Machinist’s Mate. In 2005 CDR Reber graduated from the University of Florida with a 
bachelor’s degree in Finance and was commissioned through the Seaman to Admiral-21 
program. He graduated from the Naval Postgraduate School in 2012 with a Master of Science in 
Modeling, Virtual Environments, and Simulation. He holds additional postgraduate certificates 
in AntiSubmarine Warfare, Space Systems, Nuclear Weapons Effects, and Systems Engineering. 
CDR Reber is a proven subspecialist in Modeling & Simulation, DAWIA Practitioner certified in 
the Acquisition Program Management career field, and has completed JPME 1 & 2. 

  
CDR Reber’s sea duty assignments include nuclear propulsion plant operator aboard USS 
Enterprise (CVN 65); First Lieutenant, Engineering Auxiliaries Officer, and Boarding Officer 
aboard USS Hopper (DDG 70); Training Officer and Administrative Officer aboard USS 
Monterey (CG 61); Weapons Control Officer and Combat Systems Officer aboard USS Arleigh 
Burke (DDG 51); 16th Commanding Officer of USS Hué City (CG 66); and Executive Officer of 
USS Arleigh Burke (DDG 51). He assumed duties as Arleigh Burke’s 25th Commanding Officer 
in December 2024.  

 
CDR Reber has served ashore as an Advanced Shiphandling and Tactics instructor and program 
manager at Surface Warfare Officers School Command in the Trainers and Simulation 
Directorate, and as a Global Force Management analyst and planner at U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command.  

 

(b) (3) - 10 U.S.C. § 130b, (b) (6)



 

CDR Reber’s personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation 
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, and various unit, campaign, and service awards. He has been 
recognized with the Surface Navy Association’s Award for Excellence in Surface Warfare 
Research; the George L. Phillips Award for Modeling, Virtual Environments, and Simulation; 
the Navy Marine Association Department Head Leadership Award; and is a Surface Warfare 
Officers School Vice Admiral John D. Bulkeley Distinguished Graduate Award recipient. 
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